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Appendix H. Reference Citation Specification 
and Naming 

 
Reference citations are a standard part of every article. Questions about what to include in them 
and how to present the information are addressed in this section.  This section also addresses 
how to cite and reference PDS data products and electronic media. 
 
The following examples show how to cite various types of information in reference lists for PDS 
publications.  PDS has elected to use the American Geophysical Union (AGU) reference citation 
formats.   
 
For assistance in determining the proper format for an unusual reference that does not fit one of 
the categories described here, contact a Data Engineer or if you are an AGU member, call the 
author information number: (202)-777-7354.  
 
Reference citations that are currently contained in the PDS catalog may be accessed from: 
 
PDS Catalog Search:  http://pdsproto.jpl.nasa.gov/onlinecatalog/top.cfm 
 
Reference Search:      http://pdsproto.jpl.nasa.gov/refcat/top.cfm 
 

H.1 Materials Appropriate for Inclusion in a Reference List 

Articles, books, reports, papers presented at meetings, certain electronic material (CD-ROMs and 
electronic publications), legal opinions, congressional bills, theses, maps, and similar materials 
used by an author in preparing a paper should be cited in that paper’s reference list.  

H.2 Materials Inappropriate for a Reference List 

Unpublished materials of various sorts that are not suitable for inclusion in the reference list 
should not be cited as a reference; but rather, should be cited in the text or description portion of 
the document.  
 
Personal communications, other unpublished material, and certain types of electronic data should 
not be included in reference lists. 
 
PDS does not permit authors to include in their reference lists such unpublished materials as 
personal communications, unpublished reports, and manuscripts in preparation or submitted for 
publication but not yet formally accepted, because it does not consider them to be part of the 
literature. However, these materials may be noted in text. The initials and last names of the 
individuals listed as sources, their institutions, the types of information, and the dates should be 
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given (see the following examples).  

H.3 Reference List Citations 

Wherever possible, the author should cite the most widely accessible source of a particular piece 
of material. For example, when information included in a paper presented at a meeting is 
subsequently published in a journal, the latter should be the source cited.  
 
Reference lists need to provide complete and accurate information that will enable a reader to 
locate the original source easily. References to different types of material may require slightly 
different information. 
 

H.3.1 Citations - Articles 

Citations of articles should include the following set of information, in the order listed: 
 

1. Name of author or authors 
2. Title of article 
3. Name of periodical 
4. Volume and/or issue number 
5. First and last pages occupied by article 
6. Date of publication  

 
Note:  Do not include white space between author’s initials (e.g., Kurth, W.S.) 

 
     Examples: 
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "KURTHETAL1982A"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Kurth, W.S., F.L. Scarf, J.D. Sullivan, 

and D.A. Gurnett, Detection of Nonthermal Continuum Radiation 
in Saturn's Magnetosphere, Geophys. Res. Lett., Vol. 9, P. 
889, 1982." 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE 
  

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "SCARF&GURNETT1977"                          
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Scarf, F.L., and D.A. Gurnett, A Plasma 

Wave Investigation for Voyager Mission, Space ScI.Rev., 21, P. 
289, 1977."                      

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    

H.3.2 Citations – Books or Reports 

Citations of books or reports should include the following set of information, in the order listed: 
 

1. Name of author or authors 
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2. Title of article or chapter (if only part of book or report is being cited) 
3. Title of book or report 
4. Volume number (if part of a multivolume series) 
5. Edition (if not original)  
6. Report numbers 
7. Publisher’s name 
8. City of publication 
9. Date of publication  

 
Note:  Do not include white space between author’s initials (e.g., Kurth, W.S.) 

 
     Examples: 
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "FIELDETAL1989B"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Field, S.W., S.E. Haggerty, and A.J. 

Erlank, Subcontinental metasomatism in the region of 
Jagersfontein, Vol. 2, edited by J. Ross, Spec. Publ. Geol. 
Soc. Aust., 14, 771-783, 1989. " 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "SCHESINGER1986"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Schlesinger, W.H., Changes in soil carbon 

storage and associated properties with disturbance and 
recovery, in The Changing Carbon Cycles, a Global Analysis, 
edited by J.R. Trabalka and D.E. Richle, pp. 194-220, 
Springer-Verlag, New York, 1986." 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "THOMPSON1985"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Thompson, W.B., Preliminary investigation 

of the electrodynamic of a conducting tether, in Spacecraft 
Environmental Technology 1983, edited by C.K. Purvis and C.P. 
Pike, NASA Conf. Publ., 2359, 649-662, 1985." 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 

H.3.3 Citations – Papers Presented at Meetings 

Citations of papers presented at meetings should include the following set of information, in the 
order listed: 
 

1. Author 
2. Title of paper 
3. Meeting where presented 
4. Location of meeting 
5. Date  
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Note:  Do not include white space between author’s initials (e.g., Kurth, W.S.) 
 
     Example: 
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "DOBROWOLNY1994"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Dobrowolny, M.,E. Mechioni, G. Vannaroni, 

and J.P. Lebreton, Satellite charging during the TSS-1 
mission, paper presented at 2nd International Workshop on the 
Applications of Tethered Systems in Space, Nagashima, Japan, 
1994. " 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 

H.3.4 Citations – Electronic Publications 

Certain types of electronic publications may be cited in reference lists. These include 
publications on CD-ROM and regularly issued, dated electronic journals. Data deposited at PDS, 
or World / National Data Centers, and other approved centers, and data supplements available on 
disk from AGU or additional approved repositories may also be cited.  

H.3.4.1 CD-ROM / DVD-ROM  

Citations of CDs or DVDs should include the following set of information, in the order listed: 
 

1. Name of author or authors (or editor or compiler, if no author indicated) 
2. Title of article or chapter (if applicable) 
3. Title of book or periodical 
4. CD-ROM identification 
5. Volume and/or issue number (if any) 
6. Name of publisher or producer 
7. City of publication 
8. Year of publication  

 
Note:  Do not include white space between author’s initials (e.g., Kurth, W.S.) 

 
     Example: 
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "LEVINETAL2000"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Levin, G.V., P.A. Straat, E.A. Guinness, 

P.G. Valko, J.H. King, and D.R. Williams, Viking Lander 
Labeled Release Data Archive, NASA Planetary Data System, 
VL1/VL2-M-LR-2-EDR-V1.0, 2000." 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
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H.3.4.2 Articles in Electronic Journals 

Citations of articles in electronic journals should include the following set of information, in the 
order listed: 
 

1. Name of author or authors 
2. Title of article 
3. (on line) 
4. Title of journal or newsletter 
5. Volume number 
6. Paper number (or pages or file number) 
7. Date  

 
Note:  Do not include white space between author’s initials (e.g., Kurth, W.S.) 

 
     Example: 
 

OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 REFERENCE_KEY_ID = "ATKINS&SCANTLE1995"                             
 REFERENCE_DESC = "Atkins, C.P., and J.D. Scantlebury, The 

activity coefficient of sodium chloride in a simulated pore 
solution environment (on line), J. Corros. Sci. Eng., 1, pap. 
2, 1995." 

END_OBJECT = REFERENCE                                    
 

H.3.4.3 Electronic Data Sources 

Because the Internet is a dynamic environment and sites may change or move, PDS treats much 
of the data accessible through the World Wide Web and various FTP files, as well as 
electronically archived data accessed through the Internet, as unpublished material. Data sets that 
are available only from the author, through miscellaneous public network services, or academic, 
government, or commercial institutions not chartered specifically for archiving data, may not be 
referenced in PDS publications. If such data are essential to the paper, authors may cite them like 
a personal communication in the body of the paper.  
 
Examples of in-text references: 
 
Gross, R.S., SPACE94, Crustal Dynamics Data Information Center, NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD, 1994 (located in 1994 subdirectory of JPL directory, accessible 
via anonymous FTP from CDDIS.gsfc.nasa.gov (128.183.10.141)).  
 
(Magellan data are available from the World Wide Web server for the Planetary Data System 
Geosciences Node at http://www/pds/wustl.edu). 
 
 


